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Introduction and District Priorities  
As a school district, Donna ISD looks forward to welcoming students back to school on September 
8, 2020. Despite the challenges with COVID-19, our district will continue to provide excellent 
education to our students, which will include in-person , remote and hybrid learning 
environments. As the public health crisis continues, we have been planning for the opening of the 
2020-2021 school year with a focus on the health, safety and well-being of our staff, students and 
community. 
 
While Donna ISD is planning for three different instructional environments, our plan follows 
recommendations for school opening and operations provided by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), the Texas Education Agency , and state and local health 
officials.  

 
The situation with COVID-19 is continuously changing, as are the protocols and measures needed 
to keep students and staff safe. Plans will remain flexible to accommodate potential changes 
and these guidelines may be modified as needed.  As adjustments may be necessary 
throughout the coming school year, it will be our priority to keep the community informed of those 
changes and updates. The Donna ISD website will provide you with the most up-to-date 
information.  
 
Our planning process has continuously evolved around new information and guidance that we 
receive from the state. Our Task Force Team and Advisory Groups have planned with the 
following key priorities and focus areas in mind: 
 
 

KEY PRIORITIES AND FOCUS AREAS 

 

● District/Campus Operations & Facilities 
● Public Health and Safety 
● Instruction and Technology 
● Maintaining Workforce 
● Parent Choice 
● Equity 
● Innovation 
● Communication 
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Feedback & Input: Surveys, Task Force & 
Advisory Groups 
 
In preparation for effective planning in each key area of work, it was critical to receive feedback 
from our families and teaching staff regarding their experiences during school closure in the spring 
and feedback on concerns and needs as we plan for the fall with a lens of continuous 
improvement.  
 

● Teachers and Staff Survey July 27 through August 3, 2020: 
● Family Technology Access Survey - Early August 
● Parent Instructional Choice Survey - Early September 

 
Teacher and Staff Survey  - focused on seeking feedback on instructional barriers and obstacles 
faced during the closure, student engagement, student instructional support, communication with 
students, staff and leadership, and overall well-being.  
 
Family Technology Survey  - focused on seeking feedback on technology, internet access, and 
obstacles for online learning. 
 
Parent Instructional Choice Survey  - focused on seeking feedback for instructional choice, 
student engagement, social emotional well-being, and what are the greatest concerns with 
returning to school for the 20-21 school year. 
 
 
TASK FORCE MEMBERS 

District Operations & 
Facilities Instruction Technology Wellness & Safety School Operations & 

Facilities 
● Velma Rangel 

● Dr. Maricela Valdez 

● Ludivina Cansino 

● Daniel Trevino 

● Arturo Garza 

● Diana Quintanilla 

● David Fuentes 

● Rashad Rana 

● Ruby Rodriguez 

● Melissa Mendez 

● Stephanie 

Powelson-Garza 

● Diana Villanueva 

● Eva Torres 

● Karina Robledo 

● Stacie Del Angel 

● Chris Ardis 

● Danielle Taruwinga 

● Javier Villanueva 

● Dr. Hafedh Azaiez 

● David Chavez 

● Debra Harris 

● Emily Anderson 

● Gregorio Arellano 

● David Moreno 

● Maria Hinojosa 

● Julio Navarro 

● Yoely Vera 

● Matt Wilson 

● Dr. Anthony Sorola 

● Daniel Walden 

● Ester Sauceda 

● Rick Morales 

● Dr. Erica Villarreal 

● Erika Flores 

● Juan Rodriguez 

● Rose Campos 

● Linda Romeros 

● Dr. Debra Aceves 

● Dr. Nancy Castillo 

● Dr. Alma Rodriguez 

● Rebecca Castaneda 

● Daniel Lopez 

● Joanna Martinez 

● Kristin Keith 

● Emmanuel Sanchez 
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TEACHER & STAFF INPUT 
 

Nearly 562 teachers responded via a voluntary online survey to provide feedback on plans for the 
return of school. In order to effectively capture feedback from teachers and staff, all members 
were asked to complete a more in-depth survey regarding safety measures and preferences for 
opening school on August 27, 2020.  
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District Academic Calendar
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Instructional Information for Families 

 
This fall, DISD will be implementing instructional practices to provide consistency across learning 
environments and ensure the safety of students and staff.  Regardless of the learning 
environment, Donna ISD is committed to ensuring that students have an equitable experience and 
access to high quality instruction:  

● Students will interact with instruction in three different environments (face-to-face, remote 
and hybrid) making it necessary for teacher teams to plan instruction that is 
content-consistent, yet environment-specific to ensure equitable learning opportunities for 
all students.  
 

● Donna ISD will utilize the strategies and best practices associated with remote learning to 
design learning activities for all students.  
 

● Learning experiences are designed to meet the needs and environment of the learner 
where they are.  
 

● Students, regardless of learning environment, will engage in high quality learning 
experiences aligned to Donna ISD curriculum and Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills.  
 

● Students will begin the year in a remote (virtual/online) learning environment, but may 
switch to face-to-face in-school (in-person) instruction, or hybrid (some days face-to-face, 
other days remote, or at home) at some point, and may again move into remote learning for 
a period of time if needed for school closure due to student/staff COVID-19 illness or 
county or state regulations. 
 

● Both the remote and face-to-face experience will utilize Google Classroom, provide similar 
expectations around coursework, and follow the same grading guidelines. 
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REMOTE LEARNING 
Donna ISD’s remote learning instruction will allow students to engage in high quality learning 
experiences, utilize Donna ISD instructional resources, and meaningfully connect with their 
teachers and other students. All activities will be designed to meet the needs of the student in the 
online environment, or paper-based/text-based activities where wifi is not yet available, through 
differentiated experiences. 
 

● Students will participate in remote (online) learning Monday through Friday  and will 
experience the same curriculum content facilitated by their Donna ISD teacher(s).  

● Each day, students will have periods of daily, live instruction with teachers (Synchronous), 
as well as periods of self-paced (Asynchronous) independent learning. Students will be 
assessed on their mastery of the TEKS standards, regardless of whether they are 
learning on-campus or remotely. 

● In this setting, teachers will provide instruction, learning resources, and support through 
the use of Google Classroom, Schoology, and virtual sessions in Google Meet .  

● All students identified for any Special Pops Category (Special Education, EL/LEP,RTI, 
504, Migrant, GT, CTE, At-Risk, etc.) will receive their designated services as outlined by 
their respective program committee and mandates. 

● Parents (guardian or designee) will support students as a “learning coach” and ensure 
they have access to a device, a place to work, and are participating in remote learning 
activities.  

● We will ensure open lines of communication between teachers, students, and parents as 
we work together to ensure each student is academically and socially-emotionally 
future-ready.  

● Teachers will utilize the same curriculum, regardless of learning environment (remote, 
face-to-face, or hybrid) and will design strategies for learning in the remote environment.  

● Grading will be consistent with Donna ISD guidelines and practices, in all learning 
environments. 
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Synchronous Learning  
Synchronous learning is defined as two-way, real-time, live instruction between teachers and 
students, through the computer or other electronic devices. Students enrolled in Donna ISD will be 
assigned a virtual class schedule and must be available for live, synchronous instruction during 
each school day.  

Donna ISD student expectations for synchronous learning: 
● Students attend class on time, per their class schedule. 
● Students will be dressed for an educational setting in appropriate attire. 
● Students are ready to engage and learn. 
● Students should have a designated, distraction-free workspace to engage in 

learning. 
● Students will show their face on the screen to engage with the teacher virtually. 
● Students will participate in the class activities, discussions and assignments. 

 
Asynchronous Learning  
Asynchronous Learning is a curricular experience where students engage in the learning materials 
on their own time, interacting intermittently with the teacher via the computer or other electronic 
devices. In this setting, teachers will provide instruction, learning resources and support through 
the use of Google Classroom. Remote homebound instruction will be provided to students 
receiving homebound services by their respective program ( Special Education, 504 ). 
 

Donna ISD student expectations for asynchronous learning: 
● Students will complete asynchronous activities assigned each day. 
● Students show proof of participation in daily virtual instruction by satisfactorily 

completing assignments to demonstrate evidence of student learning, e.g., video, 
picture or activities submitted as lessons and/or completing assignments.  

● Students and parents will communicate with the teacher when needing additional 
assistance, tutoring, etc. 

 
 
Schedule for Online/Remote Learning 
While in a remote learning environment, time management is critical to success. Students and 
teachers must remain in communication regarding daily schedules and assignments. As with any 
traditional course, there is a risk of receiving a lower grade if a student falls behind. If students are 
struggling with time management, then the parent or student should contact the teacher for 
additional assistance.  
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Attendance for Online/Remote Learning 

● Students are required to attend 90% of the days a course is offered in order to receive 
credit and be promoted. Remote attendance will count the same as in-person attendance to 
satisfy this requirement. Any student who has selected on-campus instruction and is absent 
from school will be counted absent unless the student is engaged virtually. Truancy laws 
will still be applicable in case of excessive absences. 

● Students will attend school daily on a designated schedule by course and absences will be 
documented 

● Synchronous Learning 
○ Students in grades 3 through 5 are required to participate in a minimum of 180 

instructional minutes per day.  

○ Students in grades 6 through 12 are required to participate in a minimum of 240 
instructional minutes per day.  

Students who log into Donna ISD instruction each day and engage in teacher-assigned learning 
apps (including but not limited to Google Classroom) are considered “present” and will not  be 
marked absent. Students who have not logged in by 3:00 pm each school day will be marked 
absent. This absence can be resolved if the student engages in daily learning assigned by their 
teachers via a Donna ISD online platform  by 11:59 p.m . that same day.      

Parents and students will receive absence notifications via phone call/text or emails. Parents will 
be reminded of the opportunity to resolve that day’s absence if the student engages in learning 
before 11:59 pm of the same day via phone call/text or emails. 

If a student is engaged in asynchronous learning and completes the entire weeks’ worth of 
learning activities on Monday and does not log in for the remainder of the week, he/she will be 
marked “present” on Monday only and counted “absent” for Tuesday-Friday.  (See TEA’s 
“Attendance and Enrollment FAQ”) 

It is important that students understand that remote learning attendance is based on daily 
engagement , not solely the completion of assignments. State law TEC §25.092 and Donna ISD 
Policy FEC (Local)  and (Legal)  still require students to attend at least 90% of their classes to 
receive credit and be promoted. Remote attendance will count in the same manner as on-campus 
(face-to-face) attendance in satisfying this requirement. 
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ONLINE/REMOTE LEARNING DESIGN FOR GRADES PK-5th 
Teachers will structure the instructional day to ensure there are enough minutes devoted to each 
subject area, chunked into some synchronous (live) times and some asynchronous times. 
 

● Daily synchronous time  may include activities such as:    
➢ Read alouds 
➢ Small group reading instruction 
➢ Number Operation and Algebraic Reasoning  
➢ Community Circles/Check-ins 
➢ Direct instruction by teacher (mini-lesson) 
➢ Formative Assessment and Observation of student mastery/progress 
➢ Modeling or demonstration of skills (writing, writing process, revision, manipulatives, 

investigations, etc.) 
➢ Other 

 
● Daily asynchronous assignments  are to be completed independently. These may include 

activities such as: 
➢ Student self-selected reading and writing 
➢ Written assignments 
➢ Flipped (pre-recorded) videos or lessons 
➢ Independent practice in adaptive programs such as Imagine Learning: Language 

and Literacy, Imagine Math, and STEMScopes 
➢ Other 

 
Teachers will design small group time to differentiate instruction within the instructional block. This 
will require teachers to set up small group instruction schedules for students. It will be vital for 
teachers and parents to openly communicate the schedules for the students. 
 
Regular communication and the partnership between teachers and parents will be crucial to the 
success of elementary students during remote learning. Assistance may be needed at home to 
help students with logging into Google Classroom, monitor student participation and progress in 
the learning, and ensure completion of asynchronous activities. 
 
All students will begin the 2020-2021 school year in a remote learning environment. As conditions 
improve and we are able to serve students in person, students will have the option to join their 
teacher in the classroom.  
 
At-school instruction will continue to follow this same format and schedule until it is deemed safe 
to engage in more personal teacher to student interactions. 
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Modes of Instruction Explanation 

Synchronous 

 

Requires students and teacher to be present at the same time online  
 
Examples:  

● Live interactive classes with students and teachers 
participating in real-time 

● Teacher-supported work time on video conference calls 
● Scheduled and online assessments 

Asynchronous 

 

Does not require students and teacher to be present online at the 
same time  
 
Examples: 

● Self-paced online courses with intermittent teacher instruction 
● Pre-assigned work with formative assessment on paper or in 

a learning management system such as google classroom 
and Schoology 

● Pre-recorded videos of instruction 
● Practice and assessment in educational software programs  
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Sample Pre-Kindergarten (PK3 & PK4) Daily Schedule 
Expectations: 

● Students are scheduled into homeroom classes of 22 students 
 

● Each student will engage in scheduled “live” synchronous instruction daily 
 

● Each student determines when to engage in asynchronous learning 
○ Follow the designated schedule  
○ Utilize teacher and paraprofessional to support students during this time 

 

Elementary PK3 & PK4 Sample Grade Schedules Summary 

 Minutes* Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Teacher 
Conference 

60 minutes PLC time, before-school student support 

RLA 
(Reading/Writing) 

60 minutes Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

 Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Math 
60 minutes Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

 Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Science (MWF) SS 
(TT)  30 minutes  Synchronous 

Science (MWF) SS 
(TT)  15 minutes  Asynchronous 

Specials 30 minutes Asynchronous 

Interventions 60 minutes Synchronous 

Office Time 60 minutes Synchronous and Asynchronous 

Total 375 minutes      

        

* Times may depend on campus 

Specials may include: PE, Music, Intervention/Enrichment, ELD/SLD, 504, RTI 
(Small Group Synchronous Tutorials or Asynchronous Practice) 

 

 
 

 

10/12/20                                                                                                                                                                    17 | Page 



Elementary PK3 & PK4 Sample Grade Schedule--Detailed 

Times  Delivery 

7:30-8:30 am PLC time, before-school student support 

8:20-8:30 am Log In Time 
Synchronous 

8:30-9:30 am RLA 

 8:30 -8:45 Morning Message Synchronous 

 8:45 -9:00 Oral Language Development Synchronous 

 9:00 - 9:15 Read Aloud Synchronous 

 9:15- 9:30 Motor Skills Centers 

Synchronous  Asynchronous 

  

Motor Skills Centers 
(MWF) Adapt. Prog (TT) 

9:30-9:45 am Brain Break 

9:45-10:15 am Math Lesson/Skill Synchronous 

10:15-10:45 am Math Centers  

 10:15 -10:45pm Math Practice (MWF) Imagine Math (TT) Asynchronous 

10:45-11:30am Lunch   

11:30-12:15pm Science/SS  

 11:30-12:00 PM Science (MWF) Social Studies (TT) Synchronous Synchronous 

 12:00 - 12:15pm Science (MWF) Social Studies (TT) Asynchronous Asynchronous 

12:15-12:30 pm Brain Break 

12:30-1:00 pm Elective (PE, Music, Art) Asynchronous 

1:00-2:00 pm Small Groups - Interventions Synchronous 

2:00-3:00 pm Teacher Office Hours and Staff Meetings Synchronous Asynchronous 
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Sample Kinder-2nd Grade Daily Schedule  
 
Expectation: 
 

● Students are scheduled into homeroom classes of 22 students 
● Each student will engage in scheduled “live” synchronous instruction twice daily 
● Each student determines when to engage in asynchronous learning 

○ Follow the designated schedule  
○ Establish a schedule more convenient for the family 

● Virtual “Support Rooms” will be available for students to join to ask questions about content and 
assignments 

● “Choice Workshops” will be hosted by music and physical education teachers each day. Schedules 
will be posted by campus and homeroom teachers.  

● Students eligible for additional services will receive communication about the service model. 
 

Elementary K-2 Sample Grade Schedules Summary 

 Minutes* Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Teacher 
Conference 

60 minutes PLC time, before-school student support 

RLA 
(Reading/Writing) 

60 minutes Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 minutes Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 
Asynchronou

s 

Math 
45 minutes Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

45 minutes Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 
Asynchronou

s 

Science (MWF) 
Social Studies (TT)  30 minutes  Synchronous 

Science (MWF) SS 
(TT)  30 minutes  Asynchronous 

Specials 30 minutes Asynchronous 

Interventions 30 minutes Synchronous 

Office Time 60 minutes Synchronous and Asynchronous 

Total 420 minutes      

* Times may depend on campus 

Specials may include: PE, Music, Intervention/Enrichment, ELD/SLD, 504, RTI 
(Small Group Synchronous Tutorials or Asynchronous Practice) 
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K-2nd Sample Daily Schedule Details 

Times  Delivery 

7:30-8:30am 
PLC time, before-school student support 

 

8:20-8:30am Log In Time Synchronous 
8:30-10:00am RLA 

 8:30 -8:45 Read Aloud/Shared Reading Synchronous 

 8:45 -9:00 Phonics Synchronous 

 9:00 - 9:45 Guided Reading/Small Group Synchronous 

 9:45- 10:00 RLA Assignments 
Synchronous  Asynchronous 

  

Writing Assignment 
(MWF) Reading Prog (TT) 

10:15-10:30am Brain Break  

10:30-11:00am Math Lesson/Skill Synchronous 

11:00-11:45am Lunch  

11:45-12:30pm Math  

 11:45 -12:30pm Math Practice (MWF) 

Imagine Math 
(TT) 

Asynchronous 

12:30-1:00pm Science/Social Studies  

 12:30 - 1:00pm Science (MWF) 

Social Studies 
(TT) Synchronous Synchronous 

1:00-1:30pm 1:00 - 1:30pm Science (MWF) 

Social Studies 
(TT) Asynchronous Asynchronous 

1:30-2:00pm Elective (PE, Music, Art) Asynchronous 

2:00-2:30pm Small Groups - Interventions 
Synchronous 

2:30-3:30pm Teacher Office Hours Synchronous Asynchronous 
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Sample 3rd-5th Grade Daily Schedule 
 
Students in 3rd-5th grade will participate in 3 hours of daily live, two-way instruction delivered by Donna 
ISD teachers via computer. Students must be logged in at the teacher’s official attendance time to be 
marked present for the day. 
 
The program will include live virtual instruction delivered daily by Donna ISD teachers via computer 
(synchronous), coupled with independent practice (asynchronous). Class meetings, small groups, and 
1-to-1 support will be included, as well as social and emotional learning opportunities.  
 
Specialized programs such as Dual Language Biliteracy Model and STEAM Academies may have slight 
variations within the virtual model. Parents and caregivers will be expected to ensure their students login 
and participate in daily scheduled two-way instruction and to ensure their students complete independent 
activities during other times of the day to practice and extend learning. 

Expectations:  
 

● Students are scheduled into classes of 22 students for 3rd and 4th, rotating through their core and 
specials courses, as scheduled by the campus 
 

● Students are scheduled into classes of 25 students for 5th, rotating through their core and specials 
courses, as scheduled by the campus 
 

● Each student will engage in “live” scheduled synchronous instruction daily 
 

● Each student determines when to engage in asynchronous learning 
○ Follow the designated schedule communicated by each campus/grade level 
○ Establish a schedule more convenient for the family 

 
● Virtual “Support Rooms” will be available for students to join to ask questions about content and 

assignments 
○ Mode, platform, and link/access information will be communicated to all students and 

families by each campus and grade level (Google Classroom / Meet) 
 

● Special periods will be designed by the campus to allow for student choice (electives), to the extent 
possible, allowing students to choose which days they attend the required number of physical 
education or fine arts sessions.  Additional choices may be included, such as lessons from 
counselors or librarians.  Students, however, may have less choice if they are scheduled to 
additional synchronous support/services.  
 

● Students eligible for additional services will receive communication about the service model. 
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Elementary 3rd-5th Sample Grade Schedules Summary 

 Minutes* Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Teacher 
Conference 

60 min. PLC time, before-school student support 

Homeroom 30 min. Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

RLA  90 min. 
60 min. Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min. Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Math  90 min. 
60 min. Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min. Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Science/SS 60 min 30 min. Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

  30 min. Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Specials 30 min. Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Specials 30 min. Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Office Time 60 minutes Synchronous and Asynchronous 

Total 450 minutes      

Specials may include: PE, Music, Intervention/Enrichment, ELD/SLD, 504, RTI 
(Small Group Synchronous Tutorials or Asynchronous Practice) 
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3rd - 5th grade Sample Grade Schedules Details 

Sample Daily Schedule 

Times  Delivery 

7:30-8:30am 60 Mins 
PLC time, before-school student support 

8:20-8:30am Log In Time Students and Teachers 
Synchronous 

8:30-10:00am 90 mins RLA 

 8:30 -8:45 Skill MiniLesson Synchronous 

 8:45 -9:00 Reading of Selection Synchronous 

 9:00 - 9:30 Guided Reading/Small Group Synchronous 

 9:30- 10:00 RLA/STAAR Assignments 
Synchronous  Asynchronous 

 Writing Assignment (MWF) Reading Prog (TT) 

10:00-10:15am Brain Break  

10:15-11:00am 45 mins. Math Lesson/Skill Synchronous 

11:00-11:45am Lunch  

11:45-12:30am 45 mins. Math  

 11:45 -12:30pm Math Practice (MWF) Imagine Math (TT) Asynchronous 

12:30-1:30pm 60 mins. Science/Social Studies  

 12:30 - 1:00pm Science (MWF) Social Studies (TT) Synchronous Synchronous 

 1:00 - 1:30pm Science (MWF) Social Studies (TT) Asynchronous Asynchronous 

1:30-2:00pm Elective (PE, Music, Art) Asynchronous 

2:00-2:30pm Small Groups - Interventions Synchronous 

2:30-3:30pm Teacher Office Hours Synchronous Asynchronous 
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ELEMENTARY SAMPLE DAILY LESSONS / ACTIVITY TYPES 

SUBJECT SYNCHRONOUS LESSON ASYNCHRONOUS  
LESSON/ACTIVITY 

Teacher 
Conference 

 ● Parent contact: daily or weekly status / 
progress 
 

● Communicate with support personnel 
to plan and prepare for synchronous 
and/or asynchronous lessons (TAs, 
special education staff) 

Homeroom 
 
 
SEL Time 

Class Meeting - Communication, 
Listening, Speaking TEKS 
 

● Review the schedule for the 
day/week 

● Community building activities 
● Social and emotional learning 
● Vocabulary development 
● English Language Learner 

strategies 
● Pre-teaching and goal setting 
● Previewing technology tools 

● Inspirational/Motivational Videos 
 

● Utilize break periods for asynchronous 
connections (pre-recorded lesson, 
survey, message boards) 
 

● Provide daily/weekly agenda (in 
Google Classroom and Schoology ) 

RLA 

Reading Workshop and Writing 
Workshop (ELAR TEKS) 
 

● Guided practice 
● Conferencing based on Imagine 

Learning (reading program) data 
● Introduce independent practice 

& application 

● Reading & Writing Lesson, Practice, 
Application & Assignments 

● Video lesson from teaching team (20 
minutes) 

● Tasks to apply concepts from the week 
● Independent reading & responses 
● Independent writing 
● Imagine Learning lessons (online 

reading program) 

Math 

Mathematics TEKS 
 

● Guided practice 
● Conferencing based on Imagine 

Math data 
● Introduce independent practice 

& application 

Math Lesson, Practice, Application & 
Assignments 
 

● Video lesson from teaching team (20 
minutes) 

● Tasks to apply concepts from the week 
● Writing to explain mathematical 

concepts 
● Imagine Math lessons (online math 

program) 
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Science and 
Social Studies  

Science and Social Studies TEKS 
 

● Mini Lesson 
 

● Introduction and checking in on 
problem-based learning, 
research projects 
 

● Integration with reading, writing, 
and math 

● Science/Social Studies Practice, 
Application & Assignments 
 

● STEMscopes 
 

Specials 
Rotations 

● ELD/SLD Synchronous support 
 

● PE 
 

● Music 
 

● Additional student assistance, as 
scheduled (small group) 

 
● Direct Services (IEP) 

 
● Dyslexia/504 Services 

 
● GT Enrichment Group 

 
● Counselor Lessons 

 
● Librarian / Media Specialist 

Lessons 
 

● RTI small-group interventions 
 

● SLD/ELD Pre-recorded lessons or online 
activities 

 
● PE or Music pre-recorded lessons 

  
● Adaptive programs (Imagine 

Literacy/Reading, Imagine Math) 
 

● Indirect Services (IEP) 
 

● Dyslexia/504 Services 
 

● Other enrichment programs 
(STEMScopes, Reading A-Z, etc) 

 
● GT Enrichment pre-recorded lessons or 

collaborative activities/projects 
 

● RTI programs 
 

● SEL / Character Building 
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ONLINE/REMOTE LEARNING DESIGN FOR GRADES 6-12 
 
Middle school students will participate in 60 minute periods of live virtual/online instruction 
delivered by Donna ISD teachers, coupled with independent practice periods. Students must be 
logged in at the teacher’s official attendance time to be marked present for the day. 
 
Class meetings, small groups, and 1-to-1 support will be included, as well as social and emotional 
learning opportunities.  
 
Parents and guardians will be expected to ensure their students login and participate in daily 
scheduled two-way instruction and to ensure their students complete independent activities during 
other times of the day to practice and extend learning. 
 
Classes within this environment will follow the schedule of classes at the student’s 
home campus.  Donna ISD will structure students’ learning schedules to require students to 
participate in synchronous and asynchronous learning.  
 
Teachers will structure the instructional day to follow their campus bell schedule.  Within each 
course/subject, teachers will plan for students to participate in synchronous and asynchronous 
learning.  
 

● All courses will be offered in both settings, including advanced level courses such as PAP, 
AP, and Dual enrollment. 
 

● Some elective courses may require the student to complete assignments or projects at the 
campus if the course requires assignments that cannot be reasonably completed remotely, 
e.g., automotive technology, welding, a/v production, etc.  
 

● The district is working to finalize which elective courses will require in-person 
assignments; more information will be made available to better assist families with 
their elective choices. 
 

● Students will be contacted regarding their schedule if the elective courses requested 
require an in-person component. 
 

● Students in grades 6-12 may not be able to participate in on-campus classes for 
extra-curricular activities (in accordance with UIL requirements; refer to “Secondary 
Specialized Classrooms & Extracurriculars” section).  No on-campus or face-to-face 
activities will be offered prior to September 28, 2020. 
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Sample Middle School Schedule  
 
Below is a sample middle school schedule. Times may vary by campus. Class periods will feature 
a blend of real-time interaction between teachers and students and independent practice. 
Students will participate in all academic and elective classes and 1 advisory class during which 
social and emotional learning, learning support, and office hours will occur. 
 

Middle School 6-8 Sample Grade Schedules Summary 

Period 
Minutes* 

Breakdown 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Teacher 
Conference 

60 Advisory period, before-school student support, etc 

1st/5th Period  90 
60 min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

2nd/6th Period  90 
60 min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

3rd/7th Period  90 
60 min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

4th/8th period  90 
60 min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Teacher Office Hours 60 Min 
Synchronous and Asynchronous 

Total 420 minutes      

        

* Individual schedules may depend on grade level and campus 
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Sample Daily Schedule Details 

Class Period Subject 

Breakdo
wn Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1st/2nd Period 

Art 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

PE 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

3rd/4th Period 

Science 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

ELA 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

5th/6th Period 

Social 

Studies 

60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Math 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

7th/8th period 

Elective 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Elective 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Teacher Office Hours 60 Min Synchronous and Asynchronous 
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ONLINE/REMOTE LEARNING DESIGN FOR GRADES 9-12 
 
High school students will participate in 4 hours of live, two-way daily instruction with Donna ISD 
teachers via computer. Students must be logged in at the teacher’s official attendance time to be 
marked present for the day.  
 
The program will include live virtual instruction delivered daily by Donna ISD teachers via 
computer (synchronous lessons), coupled with independent practice (asynchronous activities). 
Class meetings, small groups, and 1-to-1 support will be included, as well as social and emotional 
learning opportunities. Parents and guardians will be expected to ensure their students log in and 
participate in daily scheduled two-way instruction and complete independent activities during other 
times of the day to practice and extend learning. 

 
Sample High School Schedule  
Below is a sample high school schedule. Times may vary by campus. Class periods will feature a 
blend of real-time interaction between teachers and students and independent practice. 

High School 9-12 Sample Grade Schedules 

Period 
Minutes* 

Breakdown 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Teacher 

Conference 
60 

Advisory period, before-school student support, etc 

1st/2nd Period  90 
60 min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

3rd/4th Period  90 
60 min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

5th/6th Period  90 
60 min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

7th/8th period  90 
60 min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Teacher Office 

Hours 60 Min 

Synchronous and Asynchronous 

Total 420 minutes      
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Sample Daily Schedule 

Class Period Subject Breakdown Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

1st/2nd 

Period 

Art 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

PE 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

3rd/4th 

Period 

Biology 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

English 1 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

5th/6th Period 

World 

Geo 

60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Algebra 1 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

7th/8th period 

Spanish 1 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Elective 
60 Min Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous Synchronous 

30 Min Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous Asynchronous 

Teacher Office Hours 60 Min Synchronous and Asynchronous 
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INTERVENTION & ENRICHMENT FOR REMOTE LEARNING  
 

Intervention, enrichment, and tutorial time will be scheduled regularly for students to best meet their 
academic needs. During this time, students may engage in assigned group activities, project-based 
learning activities, small group or individual instruction. Teachers will communicate with students their 
plan for the designated time. 
 
 

REMOTE LEARNING GRADING CRITERIA 
 
Grading for all remote courses will follow the same grading policy as the courses in the face-to-face 
model. Remote Learning courses that earn high school credit will count in GPA calculation and class 
rank as specified in DISD Board Policy.  
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION SUPPORT 
 
ARD Committees will determine the unique needs of students who receive special education services 
and will make service recommendations for students attending the Remote Learning  program. The 
nature of special education interventions will likely require a heavier concentration of synchronous 
supports and services to ensure that individual student needs are met.  
 
Progress will be carefully monitored and ARD Committees will convene as needed to make appropriate 
recommendations to meet individual student needs. This will ensure continued growth in the general 
education curriculum and on IEP goals and objectives. 
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INSTRUCTIONAL ROLES FOR BOTH ENVIRONMENTS 
 

1. Preparation for Learning  

Student ● Be prepared for learning each day and have work and assignments 

completed and ready. 

● Complete coursework by deadline set by teachers. 

● For face-to-face learning: Take all materials and devices home each day 

in order to be prepared for possible school closure.  

● Ensure devices are charged and ready for daily routines. 

Parent ● Access parent resources to learn how students will navigate Google 

Classroom and Schoology . 

● For face-to-face learning: encourage your child to have their things in 

their backpack, including their device and ready for school the night 

before. 

● For remote learning: Create a designated place in your home for your 

child to use as their remote classroom.  

● Ensure constant communication takes place with the teacher. 

Teacher ● Meet weekly with a collaborative team to plan instruction for all 

students.  

● Utilize the district curriculum documents and follow the scope and 

sequence provided by the academic services department. 

● Upload “Week at a Glance” for parents and students in Google 

Classroom. 

● Upload weekly instructional materials into Google Classroom. 

● Be prepared to teach daily lessons.  
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2. Learning & Teaching Expectations 

Student ● Attend classes according to school schedule (either face-to-face or remotely) 
and give your best efforts in your school assignments. 

● Participate in face-to-face learning activities or live synchronous virtual 
sessions as instructed by teachers. 

● Be organized in your work and in getting projects completed. 
● Ask questions and communicate with your teacher. 
● Be aware of what you should be learning each day. 
● Become familiar with the structure of Google Classroom and how your teacher 

organizes information. 
● Turn in assignments on time. 

Parent ● Access Parent Portal to view student grades. 
● Check in with student(s) to monitor completion of homework and assignments. 
● Discuss your child’s favorite part of their day and what they learned in school. 
● Facilitate academic support and encouragement as a learning partner to 

motivate and guide your child throughout the school year in your role as a 
learning coach. 

● Provide your child with assistance on their day-to-day activities with the 
exception of designated independent work. 

● Consider creating a designated learning/study space for your child at home to 
learn comfortably. 

● Maintain communication with your child’s teacher by phone, email and/or 
online meetings to create a learning partnership. 

● Monitor and ask for evidence that your child is on track with assignments and 
coursework. 

Teacher ● Teach students how to access learning materials through Google Classroom.  
● Provide face-to-face or live synchronous instruction and facilitate learning 

throughout the day. 
● Manage online and offline resources to provide consistency and routines for 

students.  
● Provide clear learning goals for students. 
● Follow the expectations established across the district for Google Classroom. 
● Check student assignments in a timely manner and give feedback in verbal or 

written form at a weekly minimum to provide next steps or necessary academic 
intervention/extension.  

● Post grades in a timely manner according to district grading guidelines. 
 

 

10/12/20                                                                                                                                                                    33 | Page 



 

3. Support and Intervention 

Student ● Attend intervention/tutorial sessions as established by your teacher or 

school. 

Parent ● Allow your child to attend intervention/tutorial sessions as needed. 

● Assist in supporting your child’s needs by establishing and managing the 

daily schedule communicated by the teacher. 

● Help your child own their learning. Provide support and encouragement 

and expect your children to do their part. 

Teacher ● Provide intervention or tutorial sessions as needed. 

● Follow student IEPs / 504 accommodations in all learning environments.  

● Use data to pinpoint students’ specific needs for enrichment and 

intervention. 

● Monitor student progress with fidelity according to recommendations. 

● Provide and communicate office hours or conference period for 

student/parent support.  

● Attend and participate in professional learning. 
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LEARNING TOOLS FOR BOTH ENVIRONMENTS 
 

Information  Resources 

Device All students will be offered a Chromebook (3rd - 12th) and 
an IPad (K-2nd) to use in both learning environments. 

 

Instructional 
Platform 

● All teachers, grades PK-12, will utilize Google 
Classroom as their primary learning management 
system (LMS) and communication tool for the 
2020-2021 school year.  

● Google Classroom will use a similar structure by grade 
level in order to provide consistency for all students 
and classes.  

● Assignment submissions: For both environments, 
student assignments will be submitted (as much as 
possible) through online platforms to eliminate 
unnecessary contact and shared materials.  

Google Classroom  

Online 
Resources 

● All teachers in PK-12 will be enhancing instruction 
through the use of online resources to engage 
students in high quality learning experiences.  

● Students will have access to online resources, 
textbooks and materials through Clever the district’s 
single sign-on platform.  

● No resources, platforms or apps requiring student fees 
or an associated cost to the family will be required at 
any time.  

Google Classroom 
Clever 
Computer Adaptive 
Programs 

Communication ● Communicating with teachers:  
● All teachers will establish and communicate office 

hours or conference times when they are available 
to meet with parents and answer student 
questions.  

● Contact information will be provided at the 
beginning of each semester and posted in all 
Google Classrooms.  

● Use of student email:  
● Students in grades 6-12 will be provided a district 

managed email account and Google Drive 
beginning in the fall of 2020.  

● These accounts should be utilized for all 
communication directly between teachers and 
students.  
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Technology Donna ISD recognizes the need to ensure all students 
have reliable access to adequate technology resources on 
and off campus in order to fully participate in academic 
programming. Donna ISD is preparing for the following: 
● Learning devices and/or WiFi hotspots will be provided 

as needed. 
● No deposit is required. 
● Students and families are expected to follow 

guidelines for care and use in order to ensure these 
public resources are effectively maintained. 

● Relevant notifications, instructions, procedures, 
policies and processes are available on the Donna 
ISD website.  

Technology 
Checklist 
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